MIT School of Architecture and Planning
News announcement template: Research collaboration 

Note on the use of “partnership”
MIT’s Office of General Counsel often recommends that we avoid the term “partnership” because it has specific legal implications. If you are not sure whether a new relationship is a partnership, check with your Administrative Office for guidance.

EXAMPLE 1
(Read full story at MIT News) 

PREPARE A HEADLINE:
Include both a main headline (HED) and sub-headline (DEK). The reader should get be able to understand the overall story from the main headline.

HED:
GE joins MIT Energy Initiative to develop advanced technology solutions for transforming global energy systems	Comment by Tom Gearty: Note: These headlines are a little long for our tastes. You want the reader to be able to skim the HED and DEK and get the gist of the article.

One way to approach this is to write them as if the reader is going to only read the HED and DEK, so that they convey the essential information in a concise form.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DEK:
GE commits to five-year, $7.5 million membership, including participation in MITEI’s Low-Carbon Energy Centers.


Part 1:
Describe the new relationship and that outside company, university, or organization that is engaging with MIT. Note if this is a continuing relationship or one that builds upon past interaction. Provide the high-level summary of what the relationship is meant to do or accomplish. If all parties agree, specify the funding commitment and timeframe.

If need be, use multiple short paragraphs rather than one large paragraph.

The MIT Energy Initiative announced today that GE will be joining MITEI as a Sustaining Member to fund advanced technology solutions to help transform global energy systems. GE will commit a total of $7.5 million over a five-year period ($1.5 million annually) and play an active role in MITEI’s research and project priorities.

Specifically, GE will participate in four of MITEI’s Low-Carbon Energy Centers to advance research and development in key technology areas for meeting future energy needs: solar energy; energy storage; electric power systems; and carbon capture, utilization, and storage.

PART 2:
If desired, add a quote from the most relevant MIT leader. This individual is often the faculty lead, but depending on the specific announcement could also be the department head, dean, or other senior representative.

You may also include a quote from the third-party organization here. If the announcement happened at an event, describe the event and who attended.

“The world will need 50 percent more power in the next 20 years,” says Steve Bolze, president and CEO of GE Power. “GE and MITEI are proud to be working together to find new solutions to develop cleaner, more affordable and accessible energy solutions that will address this need. Together we’ll be able to leverage our collective capabilities, research, and technology solutions to help improve efficiency while reducing the impact of electricity generation on the environment.”

Part 3:
Go into detail. Describe the MIT entity involved (faculty member, department, lab, research group). Identify the key figures from MIT.  Say more about the purpose of the agreement/relationship and, if relevant, describe the specific work to be undertaken or anticipated outcomes. Be brief and factual. 

GE will participate in supporting MIT faculty and student research through MITEI. MITEI will bring GE and other members together to connect innovation, business, and policy to transform the energy industry.

MITEI’s relationship with GE will engage and involve all of GE’s energy-related businesses: GE Power, GE Renewable Energy, GE Oil & Gas, GE Energy Connections, GE’s Global Research Center, GE Global Growth & Operations, GE Ventures, and Current, powered by GE. Among the many benefits of the membership, GE will sponsor research programs at MITEI, contribute to MITEI’s Seed Fund to support novel and early-stage energy research proposals, and participate in several conferences and learning opportunities each year.

“GE’s support as a Sustaining Member and engagement in MITEI’s Low-Carbon Energy Centers will be extremely valuable in spurring further technology advancements to address complex energy and climate challenges — areas where GE’s wealth of expertise and history of developing solutions dovetail with MIT’s research,” says Robert Armstrong, director of MITEI. “We are excited to welcome GE and launch this relationship.”	Comment by Tom Gearty: It’s often effective to use quotes to break up the narrative text. You can play with the order, as well. In most instances, quote an MIT leader first, then someone from the outside organization later. Here, that order is flipped—which is an acceptable choice.

Part 4:
Offer concluding a paragraph that provides a comfortable ending. Possibilities include a quote from another individual key to the relationship; details about the starting date or anticipated duration; or operational details for the project/relationship.

MITEI’s Low-Carbon Energy Centers — announced last fall as a key component of MIT’s Plan for Action on Climate Change — represent a major part of MIT’s commitment to address climate change through engagement with industry, government, and the philanthropic community.

GE moved its global headquarters to Boston last week, moving into an interim space as it works to develop and build a new global headquarters campus to open in Boston’s Fort Point neighborhood in 2018. Today’s announcement continues GE’s investment and engagement in the Boston area. GE selected Boston because of the region’s innovation, talent, and infrastructure, as well as the strong ecosystem of companies, universities, start-ups, and R&D the city hosts.




EXAMPLE 2
(Read full story at MIT News) 

PREPARE A HEADLINE:
Include both a main headline (HED) and sub-headline (DEK). The reader should get be able to understand the overall story from the main headline.

HED:
Procter & Gamble joins MIT Forum Technology Advisory Board

DEK:
P&G, one of world’s major consumer goods companies, will collaborate with the board on industry challenges and opportunities.

Part 1:
Describe the new relationship and that outside company, university, or organization that is engaging with MIT. Note if this is a continuing relationship or one that builds upon past interaction. Provide the high-level summary of what the relationship is meant to do or accomplish. If all parties agree, specify the funding commitment and timeframe.

If need be, use multiple short paragraphs rather than one large paragraph.

The MIT Forum for Supply Chain Innovation announced today that Procter & Gamble, a global manufacturer of consumer products such as Gillette and Tide, has become a strategic sponsor of the innovation forum.

PART 2:
If desired, add a quote from the most relevant MIT leader. This individual is often the faculty lead, but depending on the specific announcement could also be the department head, dean, or other senior representative.

You may also include a quote from the third-party organization here. If the announcement happened at an event, describe the event and who attended.

“P&G is very pleased to become a sponsor of the Forum and we look forward to bringing our industry insight and expertise to the Technology Advisory Board,” says Mike Chaney, vice president of product supply at P&G, who has joined the Forum’s Manufacturing Technology Advisory Board. “This was an important and strategic decision on our part to join the MIT Forum for Supply Chain Innovation, not only to bring our industry insight to the board, but also to collaborate with the Forum and board to explore the next generation of innovation to give us a competitive advantage.”

Part 3:
Go into detail. Describe the MIT entity involved (faculty member, department, lab, research group). Identify the key figures from MIT.  Say more about the purpose of the agreement/relationship and, if relevant, describe the specific work to be undertaken or anticipated outcomes. Be brief and factual. 

The MIT Forum for Supply Chain Innovation is a community composed of academics and industry members whose support allows forum researchers to provide customer-focused solutions to design and manage the new supply chain. The Forum has pioneered a deeper understanding of the supply chain and its relationship to corporate strategy and has broad support from a wide cross-section of industry.


Part 4:
Offer concluding a paragraph that provides a comfortable ending. Possibilities include a quote from another individual key to the relationship; details about the starting date or anticipated duration; or operational details for the project/relationship.

MIT professor David Simchi-Levi, founder of the Forum, says, “Procter & Gamble is a leader in innovation and supply chain strategy and has made significant positive impact to the manufacturing industry. We thank P&G for their two-year commitment to the Forum and welcome Mike Chaney to the Forum’s Manufacturing Technology Advisory Board.”
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